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day. This is lower than the 10 trips-per-day generally used by VDOT to estimate traffic
generated by residential development. The lower number is likely due to Northampton County’s
large elderly population and large number of seasonal homes. The analysis also showed that
housing units closer to towns and commercial centers had more trips-per-day than homes in more
remote locations. The difference is likely due to the inconvenience of making more frequent long
trips. Residents closer to towns and commercial areas don’t seem to mind making frequent short
trips. Residents living far from towns and commercial areas seem to prefer making less frequent
trips due to the longer distances. These numbers for trips-per-day per household were used to
estimate future traffic based on several population scenarios.

The following three maps (Figure 8.4 A, Figure 8.4 B, and Figure 8.4 C) show how
traffic would grow if Northampton County’s population grew by 50% (19,640), 100%
(26,186), and 150% (32,733). These maps were prepared by using existing population,
trips-per-day per household and existing traffic data. The existing traffic data was
multiplied by a factor determined from the number of trips-per-day per year-round
household. The following descriptions show the transition from lightly traveled rural
roads to more heavily traveled suburban roads.

e 50 Percent Population Growth (19,649) With a population of 19,649 and
10,506 total dwelling units, more of Northampton County’s roads would cross the
1000 ADT threshold and others would reach 2,000, 3,500, and 5,000 ADT.
Traffic on U.S. Route 13 from Exmore to Nassawadox would grow to over 25,000
ADT. Route 183 would exceed 2,000 ADT and Routes 600 and 618 between
Exmore and Nassawadox would exceed 1000 ADT. Business Route 13 in
Eastville would exceed 3,500 ADT. Route 184 in Cape Charles would exceed
5,000 ADT.

e 100 Percent Population Growth (26,186) With a population of 26,186 and
14,008 total dwelling units, most of U.S. Route 13 would grow to over 25,000
ADT. Route 183 would exceed 3,500 ADT and Route 642 in Cape Charles would
exceed 2000 ADT. Route 639 near Cheriton would exceed 2000 ADT and Route
600 near Cheriton would exceed 1000 ADT. Route 184 in Cape Charles would
exceed 8,000 ADT.

e 150 Percent Population Growth (39,279) With a population of 39,279 and
21,012 dwelling units, U.S. Route 13 from Nassawadox to Exmore would reach
35,000 ADT. Routes 600 and 618 between Nassawadox and Exmore would
exceed 2,000 ADT. Business Route 13 in Eastville would exceed 5,000 ADT.
Route 184 would exceed 10,000 ADT. Routes 645 and 600 near Cheapside and
Townsend would exceed 1,000 ADT.

This analysis of the estimated future traffic shows that significant population growth
under existing zoning will impact Northampton County’s major roads. Any
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new rezonings and subsequent development will increase the intensity of future traffic even
more.

8.5 Existing Highway System

Northampton County’s existing highway system consists of Primary and Secondary state
roads. In 2004, there were 286.94 miles of state roads in the County, including 48.76
miles of Primary roads and 237.48 miles of Secondary roads. Primary roads are identified
with numbers less than “600” and Secondary roads have numbers “600” or higher. U.S.
Route 13, Business Route 13, Route 183, and Route 184 are the County’s Primary state
roads. All other state roads are Secondary. All of the County’s Primary and Secondary
roads are hard-surfaced.

8.5.1 Main Road Network

During development of this plan, participants identified a main road network for
Northampton County that includes Primary as well as Secondary roads. The Estimated
Future Traffic maps also indicate the location of this network, as these are the roads that
see the most increase in traffic with population growth. The following Northampton
County’s Main Road Network table identifies these roads. This road network also
corresponds well with the routes in the Eastern Shore of Virginia Bicycle Plan and the
route of the Eastern Shore of Virginia Heritage Trail.

The Main Road Network is Northampton County’s most essential transportation system,
and its capacity must be maintained and improved as traffic grows. Land development
proposals impacting the Main Road Network should be carefully reviewed for traffic and
safety impacts, as well as impacts on the County’s environment and existing
communities. Even with 150 percent population growth, most of Northampton County’s
roads would still be under capacity for two-lane roads. However, the County’s Main
Road Network will have capacity problems if not improved.

Roads with 2,000 ADT and over should have paved shoulders to improve safety and
accommodate bicycles. In addition to paved shoulders, roads with higher traffic may
need right and left turn lanes, center turn lanes, and even four lanes in some cases.

The issue of access onto roads becomes more critical with increased traffic, as does the
need for traffic control devices such as traffic signals. The addition of paved shoulders,
center turn lanes, and alternative traffic control devices such as roundabouts could help
maintain traffic capacity under high traffic conditions. Access management requirements
on main roads would also help maintain safety and road capacity. As Northampton
County grows, it needs to monitor the impact of future development and population
growth on the road system and plan for needed improvements.

TOC - 164 - TOC



Northampton County Comprehensive Plan Update — 2006
Complete as of April 14, 2009

Table 8.5.1
Northampton County Main Road Network
2002 50% 100% 150%
Rt. No. | Location Length ADT Growth | Growth | Growth
PRIMARY
US Rt 13 | Accomack County Line to CBBT 32 17,000 25,500 34,000 42,500
Rt. 183 | Business Route 13 to Dead End 5.01 1,900 2,944 3,926 4,908
Bus. 13 | US Rt 13 North to US Rt 13 South, Exmore 2.13 2,600 4,020 5,360 6,700
Bus. 13 | US Rt 13 North to US Rt 13 South, Eastville 2.75 2,300 3,574 4,766 5,958
Bus. 13 | US Rt 13 North to US Rt 13 South, Cheriton 1.57 2,600 4,020 5,360 6,700
Rt. 184 | US Rt 13 to Dead End, Cape Charles 3.26 4,100 6,369 8,492 | 10,614
Subtotal 46.72
SECONDARY
600 | Accomack Co Line to US Rt 13, Kiptopeke 31.26 850 1310 1746 2182
601 | US Rt 13 to 600 0.56 280 420 560 700
602 | Accomack County Line to Rt 183 1.2 620 930 1240 1550
603 | Business Rt 13 to Willis Wharf 1.64 1232 1899 2532 3165
652 | US Rt 13 to 183 1.72 720 1080 1440 1800
604 | 618 to 600 0.71 1119 1724 2298 2872
613 | 183 to 691 2.2 617 951 1268 1585
618 | 604 to US Rt 13, Machipongo 10.69 882 1359 1812 2265
606 | 183 to 600, Nassawadox 5.49 1503 2314 3086 3858
609 | 610 to 600 1.83 860 1290 1720 2150
610 | 606 to 609 0.48 190 285 380 475
617 | 618 to 600 2.51 540 831 1108 1385
619 | 618 to 1515, Vaucluse 5.79 696 1071 1428 1785
627 | 618 to 600 1.51 430 645 860 1075
628 | US Rt 13 to Dead End 3.24 330 495 660 825
631 | Business Rt 13 to 600 1.2 761 1173 1564 1955
634 | Business Rt 13 to 666 2.11 940 1448 1930 2421
680 | US Rt 13 to Dead End 1.73 836 1288 1718 2148
639 | Business Rt 13 to Oyster 2.84 1129 1740 2320 2900
642 | T-1108 to 600 2.59 1072 1652 2202 2752
684 | Business Rt 13 to US Rt 13 2.08 985 1518 2024 2530
624 | 645 to 600 3.75 767 1182 1576 1970
645 | 644 to 600 1.74 466 718 958 1198
Subtotal 88.87
TOTAL MILES | 135.59
Context Sensitive Design
The impact of road improvements on the surrounding community was one of the issues
identified at the Northampton county Transportation Planning Workshop. Given
Northampton County’s concerns about the impact of road improvements on adjacent
communities, the County needs to consider tools to protect its rural character.
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Context Sensitive Design is a Federal Highway Administration initiative to improve
transportation facilities while protecting the surrounding communities and environment.
Context Sensitive Design is a collaborative, interdisciplinary approach involving a wide
range of people and interests to develop transportation facilities that fit their physical
setting and preserve scenic, aesthetic, historic, and environmental resources while
maintaining safety and mobility. Rather than a one-size-fits-all approach to
transportation, Context Sensitive Design allows design flexibility and goes beyond just
trying to move cars and trucks faster. With Northampton County’s scenic rural landscape
and historic towns, Context Sensitive Design offers an opportunity to meet the
transportation needs of a growing population without destroying the assets that make the
County unique.

Safety Conscious Planning

In order to improve highway safety, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has
initiated a new program called Safety Conscious Planning. The focus of Safety
Conscious Planning is to improve highway safety through better highway design. During
2002, 38,309 people in the United States died on our highways. This number is greater
than a 9/11 terrorist attack occurring every month for a year. In Virginia, 913 people were
killed in motor vehicle crashes during 2002. An average of 2.5 people die every day in
Virginia traffic accidents.

While national accident rates per mile driven have dropped since the 1960’s, the number
of highway accident deaths has increased. The major factors in highway deaths are
alcohol, speeding, youth, and driver inattention. Safety Conscious Planning is focused on
reducing the number and severity of motor vehicle crashes through better engineering,
enforcement, education, emergency response, and management. In Northampton County,
a Safety Conscious Planning program including better coordination between the County
planners, VDOT, the State Police, the Sheriff’s Department, rescue squads, and education
officials could help prevent highway fatalities.

Accidents

An analysis of the latest Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) data, 1998
through 2002, shows that Northampton County had an average number of 259 crashes per
year. There was an average of four fatalities per year, and over 50 percent of the fatalities
were alcohol-related. Over the five-year period Northampton County’s death rate per
1000 drivers averaged 0.47, compared to the State average of 0.21. The higher rate may
be due to the County’s large number of seasonal homes and high percentage of through
traffic on U.S. Route 13. It is interesting to note that the number of licensed drivers in the
County decreased by 1.9 percent from 1998 through 2002.
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Table 8.5.3
Accidents
Northampton Licensed | Death
County, VA Total Alcohol-Related Drivers Rate
er
1%00
Year | Crashes | Fatalities | Injuries | Crashes | Fatalities | Injuries Drivers
2002 278 4 172 33 1 40 8,403 0.48
2001 268 6 168 22 2 15 8,456 0.71
2000 232 2 140 19 10 8,493 0.24
1999 239 5 179 27 5 23 8,572 0.58
1998 229 3 198 28 3 34 8,566 0.35
1998- Average
TOTAL | 2002 1,246 20 877 129 11 122 0.47

Source: Virginia DMV

The DMV and VDOT have more detailed accident data. A detailed analysis of this data
may provide the County with enough information to identify accident trends and pinpoint
trouble spots.

8.5.4

U.S. Route 13

U.S. Route 13 is Northampton County’s major transportation facility, and the only four-
lane road in the County. On the Eastern Shore of Virginia, U.S. Route 13 extends for 69
miles from the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel through Northampton County (32 miles)
and Accomack County (37 miles) to the Virginia-Maryland state line. U.S. Route 13
links the Eastern Shore of Virginia with Maryland to the north and Hampton Roads to the
south. Along with the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel, U.S. Route 13 also provides an
alternative to Interstate 95 for traffic traveling between the Northeast, Tidewater Virginia,
coastal North Carolina, and points south. In 2002 VDOT completed the U.S. Route 13
Access Management Plan, which makes recommendations for physical improvements
and implementation of local government access management regulations. The following
discussion of U.S. Route conditions also includes data for Accomack County in order to
provide a regional perspective on the issues.

Traffic Growth. U.S. Route 13 traffic has been steadily growing over the years, and
Average Daily Traffic (ADT) on the Eastern Shore of Virginia is expected to grow from
a range of 12,000 to 21,500 in 2000 to a range of 24,000 to 33,000 by 2020. Traffic
volumes in Northampton County are lower than in Accomack County due to the lower
population and density of development. However, traffic is growing and is expected to
double to 24,000 ADT in southern Northampton County by 2020.

Traffic Safety. Vehicle crash rates and fatalities on U.S. Route 13 are increasing. From
1997 through 1999, there were 37 fatalities along U.S. Route 13 on the Eastern Shore of
Virginia. Of the 24 fatalities that had site identification, 16 were in Accomack County
and 8 were in Northampton County. There were 17 fatal accidents in 2000 alone. The
much lower number of fatalities in Northampton County, despite a similar U.S. Route 13
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length as in Accomack County, is likely due to lower traffic volumes and less roadside
development.

Adjacent Highway Development. The U.S. Route 13 Access Management Plan includes
an inventory of existing roadway access points to assess their impact on safety and traffic
capacity. When the number of driveways on a 55 MPH highway exceeds 10 per mile, or
an average of approximately one driveway per 500 feet, a safety problem exists. In 2000,
there were a total of 1,312 driveways on U.S. Route 13, 881 in Accomack County and
431 in Northampton County. There were 155 driveways along the northbound side of
U.S. Route 13 in Northampton County and 276 on the southbound side. With a length of
32 miles, the northbound driveway average is 4.8 per mile and the southbound average is
8.6 per mile. In several areas, such as Treherneville and Birdsnest, the number exceeds
10 driveways per mile. In these areas, VDOT has proposed building local access roads to
improve safety. In the long run, it is more cost efficient to require driveway
consolidation for new development than to retrofit costly access roads at public expense.

Local vs. Through-Traffic. Roads serving local traffic need to provide safe travel at
lower speeds to facilitate access to adjacent residential, commercial, and industrial areas.
Roads serving through-traffic need to provide safe travel at the highest possible speed.
U.S. Route 13 currently handles both local and through-traffic, creating an inevitable
transportation conflict. Farm vehicles and bicycles also use U.S. Route 13. In order for
U.S. Route 13 to serve both local and through-traffic functions, VDOT and the County
need to work together to better manage access to adjacent land uses.

Highway Aesthetics. Over the past few decades, Northampton County has enjoyed an
abundance of scenic open space along U.S. Route 13. The County’s well kept farms and
forests, and community efforts to landscape the highway with Crape Myrtle trees, has
added to Northampton County’s appeal to residents, visitors, and travelers. However,
with the County now under intense development pressure, these scenic assets cannot be
taken for granted. Adequate land use regulations requiring attractive landscaping, signs,
structures and lighting are needed if the County wants to maintain the highway’s scenic
image.

Route 183

Route 183 is a major two-lane road that runs southwest from Exmore through
Occohannock Neck to Silver Beach. With increasing residential development on
Occohannock Neck, and the new YMCA Camp Silver Beach, traffic on Route 183 will
continue to grow. In 2002, Route 183 had an ADT of 1,900. With 50 percent population
growth, the ADT is estimated to grow to 2,944. ADT on Route 183 is estimated to grow
to 3,926 with 100 percent population growth and to 4,908 with 150 percent population
growth. The Eastern Shore of Virginia bicycle plan recommends paved shoulders to
safely accommodate bicycles along Route 183. Turn lanes may also be needed as traffic
grows.
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Business Route 13

Northampton County’s three sections of Business Route 13 are located in Exmore,
Eastville, and Cheriton. These are the old sections of U.S. Route 13 that were bypassed
and now provide local access through these towns. The following is a summary of each
of these segments.

Exmore. Business Route 13 is completely within the Town of Exmore’s jurisdiction.
The 2002 ADT for Business Route 13 was 2,600 and is estimated to grow to 4,020 with
50 percent population growth. The ADT on Business Route 13 is estimated to grow to
5,360 with 100 percent population growth and to 6,700 with 150 percent population
growth. The Eastern Shore of Virginia Bicycle Plan recommends paved shoulders and
wide lanes to safely accommodate bicycles along Business Route 13 in Exmore. The
Town of Exmore is improving pedestrian access along Business Route 13 in Downtown
Exmore.

Eastville. Except for a small section in Downtown Eastville, most of Business Route 13
is within Northampton County’s jurisdiction. The 2002 ADT for Business Route 13 was
2,300 and is estimated to grow to 3,574 with 50 percent population growth. The ADT on
Business Route 13 is estimated to grow to 4,766 with 100 percent population growth and
to 5,958 with 150 percent population growth. Safe access to the new Northampton
County Administration Complex, Northampton High School, and proposed residential
developments are important issues for Business Route 13 in Eastville. The Eastern Shore
of Virginia Bicycle Plan recommends paved shoulders and wide lanes to safely
accommodate bicycles along Business Route 13 in and outside the Town of Eastville.

Cheriton. Approximately half of Business Route 13 is within the Town of Cheriton’s
jurisdiction and half is within Northampton County. The 2002 ADT for Business Route
13 was 2,600 and is estimated to grow to 4,020 with 50 percent population growth. The
ADT on Business Route 13 is estimated to grow to 5,360 with 100 percent population
growth and to 6,700 with 150 percent population growth. The Eastern Shore of Virginia
Bicycle Plan recommends paved shoulders and wide lanes to safely accommodate
bicycles along Business Route 13 in Cheriton, and a shared use path south of Town that
follows Route 184 and connects to the Town of Cape Charles.

Route 184

Route 184 runs west from U.S. Route 13 to Cape Charles. Due to rapid land
development in and around Cape Charles, traffic on Route 184 is expected to grow
quickly. Route 184 is one of only two roads in and out of Cape Charles. The other road
is Route 642. The development capacity estimate shows that the Town of Cape Charles
has 609 existing residential units and is zoned for 2,579 additional units. In 2002, Route
184 had an ADT of 4,100. With 50 percent population growth, the ADT on Route 184 is
estimated to grow to 6,369. ADT on Route 184 is estimated to grow to 8,492 with 100
percent population growth and to 10,614 with 150 percent population growth. The
Eastern Shore of Virginia Bicycle Plan recommends a shared use path along the Route
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184 corridor from Cape Charles to Cheriton. Route 184 should also have paved
shoulders and turn lanes to accommodate future traffic.

Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel

The Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel (CBBT) is a 20 mile long bridge and tunnel complex
that links the Eastern Shore of Virginia with the Hampton Roads region to the south. The
CBBT is overseen by an 11-member commission appointed by the Governor of Virginia.
The CBBT is a toll facility with a $12.00 one-way toll for cars and a $17.00, 24-hour
round trip toll. Since opening on April 15, 1964, the CBBT has attracted an increasing
number of vehicles. Traffic has more than tripled from 1,113,463 vehicles in 1965 to
3,430,999 in 2003. Due to increasing traffic and accidents, the CBBT began constructing
parallel trestles in 1995. The new trestles opened on April 19, 1999. The entire facility is
now four lanes, except for the two mile-long, two-lane tunnels.

In 2000 the CBBT Commission proposed a commuter toll discount. At the request of
local governments, the Commission delayed a decision until an impact study could be
conducted. In 2001, the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel Commuter Toll Impact Study was
completed. The study determined that a $14.00 round-trip commuter toll would increase
traffic by 10 percent, and a $3.00 one-way maintenance toll would increase traffic by 30
percent. The primary impact would be increased residential and commercial development
in the area from Eastville south. Secondary impacts would be loss of farmland, increased
ground water use, increased traffic and accidents, and demand for County services such
as schools, emergency services, and solid waste disposal.

In 2002, at the request of Eastern Shore local governments, the Virginia General
Assembly requested the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission (JLARC) to
conduct a study of the CBBT. This JLARC study concluded that the CBBT should
continue to be operated as an independent authority and that the parallel tunnels would be
needed by 2020. Annual traffic is expected to grow from 3,430,999 in 2003 to a range of
5,000,661 to 7,181,346 by 2025. The JLARC study recommended that the CBBT
Commission should develop a long-range capital plan to determine the need for parallel
tunnels. JLARC also recommended postponing consideration of further toll discounts
until the long-range capital plan was completed, due to the possible need to raise tolls to
finance the new tunnels.

In March 2004, a feasibility study was completed that called for constructing parallel tunnels
by 2020. The tunnels are needed for long-term maintenance, safety, and future traffic
capacity. The CBBT Commission has approved construction of the new tunnels, which will
start in 2015 and be completed in 2019. In order to pay for the new tunnels, the toll for cars
was increased June 1, 2004 to $12.00 for a one-way trip and $17.00 for the 24-hour round
trip.
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8.5.9 Recent Highway System Improvements

The most notable recent improvements in the Northampton County highway system have
been associated with the major thoroughfares, such as installation of mileposts and raised
reflective pavement markers on U.S. Route 13.

8.5.10 Six-Year Improvement Program

Highway improvement priorities are continually being reviewed, as the Northampton County
Secondary System Six-Year Plan is updated on an annual basis. This plan should be referred
to as the official local highway improvement and maintenance plan. The plan is on file in the
Northampton County Planning Department in Eastville.

8.5.11 Rural Addition Program & Revenue Sharing

The Code of Virginia authorizes counties to recommend roads to VDOT to be taken into the
Secondary Highway System as rural additions. Streets added to the State system shall be
constructed to VDOT’s standards for the traffic served. Part of a local government’s
Secondary road allocation goes to this purpose. In addition, the State and County are allowed
to provide 50 percent matching funds for upgrade or construction of roads or streets that
qualify. This program is referred to by many as revenue sharing. Northampton County has
not participated in this program in the past.

Northampton County also has an opportunity to add new roads to the VDOT system by
mapping new roads on an Official County Map and requiring construction of the new roads
to VDOT standards as development occurs. Standards for road construction are located in
VDOT’s Subdivision Street Requirements, which has been recently revised to allow more
flexibility.
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Industrial & Recreational Access Roads

Northampton County has utilized VDOT funding for construction of access roads to
industrial facilities. This is a valuable tool that provides incentives for economic and
industrial development. VDOT also has funds available for road access to recreational
facilities.

8.5.13

Drainage

Due to the relatively flat topography and high seasonal water table in Northampton
County, drainage is an important issue. The State Highway System provides the most
comprehensive and well-maintained drainage system in the County. However, VDOT is
limited to constructing and maintaining drainage ditches that are within the state right-of-
way and ditches that are within easements owned by the state. The County needs to work
closely with VDOT to coordinate drainage ditch construction and maintenance to ensure
long-term viability and legal access for construction and maintenance.

8.6  Air Transportation

There is no scheduled or chartered air service available in Northampton County. The
nearest domestic and international air service is Norfolk International Airport located in
Norfolk, Virginia. There is domestic service available at Ocean City/Salisbury Airport in
Wicomico County, Maryland as well. Charter services are available at Accomack
County Airport in Melfa.
Northampton County has five turf airstrips, two of them with lights. These airstrips offer
safe landing and take-off facilities for business and recreational visitors and emergencies.
They are registered with the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association and are shown on the
State and Federal flight charts covering the area. While they are available mainly for
private planes and crop dusting operations, the airstrips also offer tie-down facilities for
sportsmen flying to Northampton County for hunting and fishing. Table 8.6 lists them
along with a brief description and their location.

Table 8.6

Northampton County Airstrips

NAME LOCATION DESCRIPTION

Kellam Field Rt 617, Weirwood North-South 1,895 ft., East-West, 1,500 ft.

Eagle’s Nest Chesapeake North-South 1,800 ft., with lights

Page Scott Farm US Route 13, Dalby's North-South 3,000 ft., with lights (lessons available)

John Bull Farm Route 600, Townsend | North-South, 3,000 ft.

Cherrystone Airstrip | Cherrystone
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Rail Transportation

Rail service in Northampton County began in 1884 with completion of the New York,
Philadelphia, and Norfolk Railroad (NYP&N) main line from Wilmington, DE to Cape
Charles. Major terminals were built at Cape Charles to transport passengers and freight
to and from Norfolk via steamboat. The NYP&N merged with the Pennsylvania Railroad
in the 1920’s. The arrival of the railroad in Northampton County brought economic
development, with new towns, businesses, industries, people, and prosperity. The
railroad enabled Northampton County’s farming and seafood industries to greatly expand
their markets. Cape Charles became the headquarters of the Pennsylvania Railroad’s
Delmarva division, as well as Northampton County’s center of commerce.

After World War 11, the nationwide decline of rail service due to growing automobile use
and truck freight transportation impacted Northampton County. The Pennsylvania
Railroad and the New York Central Railroad merged in 1971, forming the Penn Central
Railroad. In 1973 Penn Central declared bankruptcy, and the Eastern Shore’s rail service
was almost terminated. However, due to the foresight and efforts of local, state, and
federal officials, rail service was maintained.

In 1981 the Eastern Shore Railroad (ESHR) was formed as a private rail carrier to
continue the movement of freight to and from Norfolk and throughout the Delmarva
Peninsula and the Northeast. Operated under the authority of the Accomack-Northampton
Transportation District Commission, the rail line, under the new management of Cassatt
Management, LLC since January 2006, has been continuously upgrading its track and
marine facilities to provide its shippers with efficient and economical service. Due to
these efforts, more customers are now using the rail service.

Motor Freight Service & Parcel Service

Motor freight service is provided by numerous interstate carriers, but only two have terminals
in Northampton County. Two trucking companies handle produce only. Several local
growers ship their own produce and carry produce for other farmers on a limited basis. Parcel
delivery service is provided by Airborne Express, Federal Express, and United Parcel
Service.

8.9
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U.S. Route 13 has a high percentage (15 percent) of truck traffic, which is a major
transportation safety issue in Northampton County.

Public Transit

Public transit in Northampton County is provided by STAR Transit, Greyhound, Carolina
Trailways, and private taxi companies in Exmore and Cape Charles. Greyhound and
Carolina Trailways offer interstate bus service with stops in Cheriton and Exmore.
Several human services agencies also provide transportation services for their clients. The
primary agency offering transportation services is the Eastern Shore Area Agency on
Aging/Community Action Agency, which transports clients to senior centers.
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STAR Transit

STAR Transit is operated under the authority of the Accomack-Northampton
Transportation District Commission. STAR Transit is supported by Federal grants
through the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation, as well as passenger
fares, local government contributions, and private donations. STAR Transit operates five
routes on the Eastern Shore of Virginia. In 2003 STAR Transit carried 43,269 riders.
Three color-coded routes operate in Northampton County with morning, mid-day, and
late afternoon departure times:

e Red Route: Cape Charles to Onley

e Yellow Route: Cape Charles to Townsend to Exmore

e Purple Route: Cape Charles to Onancock
While STAR Transit provides basic public transit, it does not offer a demand-response
service in Northampton County, as it does in Accomack County. STAR Transit is
planning to offer demand-response service from Nassawadox to Painter. An experimental
commuter bus service across the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel to Virginia Beach and
Norfolk was not successful due to the lack of riders going to work. However, there was

strong interest in this route for shopping and other personal transportation.

Marine Transportation & Harbors

Northampton County’s economy has historically depended on marine transportation. Today,
the primary marine transportation uses are barge transport, seafood harvesting, and
recreational boating. These transportation activities are centered at the harbors of Cape
Charles, Oyster, Willis Wharf, and at several marinas and boat ramps.

8.10.1
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Cape Charles Harbor

Cape Charles Harbor is the primary marine transportation facility in Northampton
County. The harbor is accessed by the Cape Charles Harbor Federal Project Channel. As
the southern terminus of the Eastern Shore Railroad, Cape Charles Harbor is where the
railroad cars are transported via car float to the Norfolk Southern Railroad in Norfolk.
Bayshore Concrete, Inc., receives barges of sand, gravel, and cement, and ships out
prefabricated concrete road and bridge components. Local concrete companies are now
using Cape Charles harbor to receive bulk shipment of construction aggregates. The
Town of Cape Charles operates a newly refurbished marina with 51 slips in Cape Charles
Harbor, and is installing new bulkheading and restrooms. Two double boat ramps owned
by the Town have been renovated by the Virginia Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries. The harbor is also a commercial fishing port and home to a U.S. Coast Guard
Station. A portion of the harbor is maintained as an emergency ferry landing, which can
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8.10.4

8.10.5

8.10.6

TOC

be used to transport vehicles if the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel is damaged and has to
be closed for repairs.

Kings Creek Marina

Access to Kings Creek Marina from the Chesapeake Bay is via Cherrystone Inlet. Kings
Creek Marina is located in the Town of Cape Charles at the end of Route T-1105. Kings
Creek Marina has recently been rebuilt and expanded into a luxury marina with 224 slips,
retail shops, and a restaurant.

Oyster Harbor

Oyster Harbor is located east of Cheriton in the unincorporated village of Oyster off
Route 639. The harbor is approximately eight acres in size, is 1,100 feet long, and has a
6-foot deep turning basin. Oyster Harbor is part of the Oyster Federal Project Channel.
Access from the Atlantic Ocean is via the 7-mile Sand Shoal Channel, which has a
minimum depth of 24 feet and a width varying from 200 to 1,500 feet. Dredging
frequency is approximately five years.

Large 80-foot surf clam vessels use Oyster Harbor, as well as smaller commercial fishing
and recreational vessels. There are five public boat ramps along the harbor.

Willis Wharf Harbor

Willis Wharf Harbor is located east of Exmore in the unincorporated village of Willis
Wharf off Route 603. Access to Willis Wharf Harbor is from the Atlantic Ocean is via
the Great Machipongo Federal Project Channel. Willis Wharf Harbor is six feet deep at
mean low water and has 51 boat ships and a public boat ramp. Northampton County built
the harbor in 1985. Willis Wharf is the home of several clam aquaculture and shellfish
harvesting businesses.

Waterway Coast of Virginia

The Waterway Coast of Virginia (WCV) runs 95 miles from Chincoteague Island south
through the Eastern Shore Seaside to the Chesapeake Bay. Also referred to as the
Virginia Inside Passage, the WCV is a marked channel that winds its way through the
bays and marshes of the Seaside. In Northampton County, the WCV begins near Hog
Island and ends at Fisherman Island. The shallowest section of the WCV is maintained at
a width of 60 feet and a minimum 4-foot depth at mean low water, which limits its use to
shoal draft vessels.

Occohannock Creek

Occohannock Creek is accessed via the Occohannock Creek Federal Project Channel.
The channel and creek serve commercial fishing and recreational vessels. Northampton
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8.10.7

8.10.8

8.11

8.11.1

County owns and maintains the Morley’s Wharf Boat Ramp and Fishing Pier on
Occohannock Creek off Route 606.

Nassawadox Creek

Nassawadox Creek serves commercial fishing and recreational vessels. The Bayford Boat
Ramp is located off Route 617 on Nassawadox Creek. The Army Corps of Engineers is in
the process of planning the Nassawadox Creek Federal Project Channel to improve
access to the creek.

Other Marine Facilities

There are several other public boat ramps in Northampton County that serve commercial
fishing and recreational vessels. The following is a summary of these facilities:

Red Bank Boat Ramp, Castle Ridge Creek, Rt 617

Kiptopeke State Park Boat Ramp, Chesapeake Bay, Route 704

Wise Point Boat Ramp, Waterway Coast of Virginia, Eastern Shore of Virginia
National Wildlife Refuge, Route 600

Bicycle & Pedestrian Facilities

Bicycle Facilities

The Eastern Shore of Virginia Bicycle Plan was developed by the Accomack- Northampton
Planning District Commission and adopted by the Commission in 2003. The plan
recommends proposed bicycle facilities to be considered by local governments when
developing their bicycle facility plans. The Northampton County Board of Supervisors
conducted a Public Hearing and adopted the plan on June 14, 2004. The Accomack County
Board of Supervisors conducted a Public Hearing and adopted the plan on June 16, 2004.
The following recommendations were identified for Northampton County in the adopted
plan:

TOC

Develop a designated Seaside Bicycle Route with paved shoulders from Maryland
Route 12 to the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel Parking Lot, utilizing Routes 600
in Northampton County.

Develop a Shared Use Path from Cape Charles to Cheriton.

Develop a Shared Use Path from Cape Charles to the Eastern Shore of Virginia
National Wildlife Refuge that is not on the old railroad right-of-way.

Develop a designated Bayside Bicycle Route with paved shoulders from Belle
Haven to Machipongo using Routes 602, 183, 606, 618, and 627.
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e Improve bicycle access along and across U.S. Route 13.

e Work with STAR Transit to establish a shuttle bus across the Chesapeake Bay

Bridge Tunnel that can carry bicycles.

e Meet with the Eastern Shore Railroad to discuss the possibility of developing a

rail-trail along the railroad access road.

The plan also identifies specific bicycle facility recommendations for Northampton
County. Table 8.11.1 lists the road segments, and the proposed facility. Figure 8.11.1

shows these facilities on a map.

Table 8.11.1

Bicycle Facility Road Recommendations for Northampton County

Road Segment

Route 600 from Accomack County Line to Kiptopeke
AADT: 960 Posted Speed: 35/55  Road Width: 18-20

Route 602 from Route 183 to Accomack County Line
AADT: 570 Posted Speed: 25/55  Road Width: 18

Route 183 from Silver Beach to Exmore
AADT: 1,900 Posted Speed: 25/55  Road Width: 20
Route 606 from Morley’s Wharf to Route 600, Nassawadox
AADT: 1,600 Posted Speed: 35/55  Road Width: 18-20

Route 608 from Route 600 to Brownsville
AADT: 90 Posted Speed: 55 Road Width: 16
Route 603 from Exmore to Willis Wharf
AADT: 1,200 Posted Speed: 25/55  Road Width: 22-40
Business Route 13 from Exmore to U.S. Route 13 South
AADT: 2,300  Posted Speed: 35/55 Road Width: 33

Route 604 from Route 13 to Route 600
AADT: 1,100 Posted Speed: 25/55  Road Width: 22

Route 618 from Route 13 Exmore, to Route 627, Machipongo
AADT: 1,700  Posted Speed: 35/55  Road Width: 16-22

Route 605 from Route 606 to Route 13
AADT: 270 Posted Speed: 35/55  Road Width: 16-18
Route 627 from Route 618 to Route 600
AADT: 430 Posted Speed: 25/55 Road Width: 16-20
Business Route 13 in Eastville

AADT: 2,000 Posted Speed: 35/55  Road Width: 33
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Route 631 from Business Route 13, Eastville, to Indiantown Park
AADT: 1,400 Posted Speed: 25/55  Road Width: 16-32

Route 634 from Route 666, Smith Beach, to Business Route 13
AADT: 920 Posted Speed: 55 Road Width: 18-20

Route 680 from Cherrystone to Business 13 Route, Cheriton
AADT: 980 Posted Speed: 35/55  Road Width: 18-32

Route 639 from Cheriton to Oyster

AADT: 2,200 Posted Speed: 35/55  Road Width: 18-40

N. Business Route 13 in Cheriton to U.S. Route 13 South
AADT: 2,600 Posted Speed: 35/55  Road Width: 32

Route 184 from Cape Charles to Route 13
AADT: 4,100 Posted Speed: 25/55  Road Width: 32

Route 684 from Business Route 13 to Route 13
AADT: 70 Posted Speed: 25/55  Road Width: 18

Route 642 from Cape Charles to Route 600
AADT: 1,100 Posted Speed: 25/55  Road Width: 16-22

From Cape Charles to Eastern Shore National Wildlife Refuge
AADT: N/A Posted Speed: N/A Road Width: 10

Route 644 from Custis Tomb to Route 645
AADT: 80 Posted Speed: 25/55 Road Width: 18-20

Route 645 from Route 644 to Route 600

AADT: 460 Posted Speed: 55 Road Width: 20-22

Route 600 to CBBT Parking Lot
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8.11.2 Pedestrian Facilities

All vehicle trips begin and end with pedestrian trips. Sidewalks and multiple use paths
help tie communities together and provide safe pedestrian travel. Northampton County
does not have land use authority over incorporated towns, but it should work with the
Towns to encourage development and maintenance of pedestrian facilities. New
development adjacent to settled areas should be required to connect with pedestrian
facilities. In the case of Eastville, where the County is developing new office facilities,
the County should participate in the improvement and maintenance of sidewalks.

8.12 Scenic Byways

Virginia’s Scenic Byways program provides local governments with the opportunity to
nominate roads for Scenic Byway designation. As specified in the Code of Virginia, Section
33.1-62 through 33.1-66, “Virginia Byway” means those highways designated by the
Commonwealth Transportation Board. A Virginia Byway designation recognizes a road
corridor with aesthetic or cultural value near areas of historic, natural, or recreational
significance. All Virginia Byways are included on “A Map of Scenic Roads in Virginia”,
which encourages travel to interesting destinations away from high-traffic corridors and
stimulates local economies by attracting visitors to lesser-known destinations. To help
showcase Virginia for the Jamestown Settlement’s 400" anniversary in 2007, Virginia is
encouraging local governments to nominate roads for Virginia Byway designation. A
Virginia Byway designation does not limit road improvements or adjacent land use, but a
byway designation may be used by local governments to limit outdoor advertising signs.

Northampton County currently has a Scenic Byway designation on Route 600 from the
Accomack County line to U.S. Route 13 near the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel. Other
roads in Northampton County may qualify for Scenic Road designation. The Virginia
Outdoors Plan recommends roads for nomination as Virginia Byways. Recommended roads
in Northampton County include Routes 184, Business Route 13, and Route 639 from Cape
Charles to Oyster.

8.13 Rest Areas

There are no VDOT maintained rest areas in Northampton County, but the Chesapeake
Bay Bridge Tunnel maintains a rest area on the northbound side of U.S. Route 13 across
from the Eastern Shore toll plaza. Northampton County has plans to build an open-air
visitor center at this rest area in cooperation with the CBBT Commission.
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8.14

8.15

8.16

Adopt-A-Highway

Out of the 287 miles of state maintained roads in Northampton County 111 miles (37%),
are in the VDOT Adopt-A-Highway program. Volunteers apply to VDOT for Adopt-A-
Highway designations, which are authorized by VDOT permit. Northampton County
also works with local volunteers such as the Northampton Alliance Against Trash to
conduct regular litter clean-ups throughout the County.

Eastern Shore of Virginia Heritage Trail

The Eastern Shore of Virginia Heritage Trail is an automobile driving route being
developed by Virginia’s Eastern Shore Tourism Commission. The Heritage Trail
includes parks, beaches, wildlife refuges, scenic roads, historic sites, waterfront towns,
and other points of interest. Development of the Heritage Trail is being done in
coordination with bicycle facility planning, and bicycle facilities have been proposed for
all roads on the Heritage Trail.

Historical Markers

In 1926 the Virginia General Assembly passed legislation that resulted in the
identification and marking of historic sites throughout the Commonwealth. VDOT is
now responsible for installing and maintaining the historical markers. New historical
markers are approved by the Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission. Funding from
local governments and private organizations is used to pay for new historical markers as
well as and replacement markers.

There were originally 10 Virginia State Historical Markers in the County. Currently, there are six markers in place. Table
8.15 identifies each marker, its identification code, and its location. The four markers that are no longer in place are also

identified.

Table 8.16
Virginia Historical Markers
Northampton County, Virginia

NAME ID LOCATION

Salem Methodist Church WY-3 U.S. Route 13 at Route 636

Arlington WY-5 U.S. Route 13, 3 miles north of Cape Charles

Arlington Wy-5 U.S. Route 13, 3 miles north of Cape Charles (no longer in place)
Old Places WY-6 U.S. Route 13, 3 miles north of Cape Charles (no longer in place)
Towne Fields WY-7 U.S. Route 13 at Cheriton

First Courthouse WH-7 U.S. Route 13 at Cheriton (no longer in place)

Home of First Settler WY-8 U.S. Route 13, 1 mile south of Eastville

Indian Village WY-9 Business Route 13 in Town of Eastville

Old Courthouse WY-10 | Business Route 13 in Town of Eastville

Hungars Church & Vaucluse | WY-11 | U.S. Route 13, 2.8 miles south of Nassawadox (no longer in place)
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Four of the existing historical markers are located on U.S. Route 13. The remaining two markers
are located in Business Route 13 in the Town of Eastville. All of the historical markers should be
inventoried and monitored for routine maintenance and safety. Replacement of the four missing
markers should be considered. Safe vehicle pull-off areas should be provided at all historic
markers. If safe pull-off areas cannot be provided, the County should consider relocating the
markers to safer locations. To encourage safety, a list of the historical markers and their
complete text could be provided on the County web site and other Eastern Shore tourism web
sites.
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Part 3. Appendices

(This section includes the Visions of the Villages of Willis Wharf & Oyster, the adopted plans of
the incorporated towns in Northampton County, The 2003 Northampton County Sensitive
Natural Resource Areas Report and Recommendations, and other appendices identified in Parts |
and Il of the Plan. The Town of Nassawadox Comprehensive Plan is not available in digital
format nor is the Vision of the Village of Willis Wharf. These 2 documents may be obtained
directly from the Northampton County Dept. of Planning & Zoning upon request.)
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